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THE AMERICAN LEGION 

POST No. 96 

P.O. Box 7096 

Surprise, AZ 85374-0101 

                                             

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Newsletter No. 69                                                                                                                                                    JULY 2008 

Post Officers 

Commander:                 Janet Stripe 602-451-7571    Chaplain:  VACANT 

Sr. Vice Commander:  Cliff Elkins      Sergeant-At-Arms:  Bruce Paakh  

Jr. Vice Commander:  Doug Gitchell      Historian:  To be Announced               

Finance Officer:            Phil D’Bourget        623-584-8877    Service Officer:  Janet Stripe       602-451-7571 

Adjutant:                       Phil D’Bourget        623-584-8877    Judge Advocate: Ed Foerster   623-975-1522 

Executive Committee:               

Janet Stripe          Doug Gitchell          Ed Foerster  

Cliff Elkins          Phil D’Bourget               

***************************** **************************************************************************************************                                                                                      

Auxiliary Officers 

President:      Carol Fritz                 Chaplain:  Eunice DeVinney  623-215-4853  

Treasurer      Linda Boland           623-214-5981       Sergeant-At-Arms:     Joan Sawyer 480-969-0231 

Secretary/Historian     Becky Schulzetenberg 

Executive Committee:  Janet McNamara     623-217-2357  

  

 

         

*******************************************************************************************************************************  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS !! 

Bruno A. Woltman, Charles K. Schaefer, Ronald E. Nash 

 

 

COMMANDERS CORNER:   

 

Your executive board had a meeting July 10th 2008.  

Many plans were put on the table to improve our post 

meetings and increase our attendance. If  any of you 

have ideas, please e-mail them to our adjutant at 

adjutant@alazpost96.com. Our veterans depend on 

other veterans to assist and aid them at all times. Our 

Post must remain strong and active to fulfill  these 

needs.  Our post needs you as well as  the support of 

our fellow comrades. Your Post officers are here to 

serve you. 

  

In the Preamble we recite at every meeting, we state 

our reason for coming together. We are to defend our 

constitution, promote peace and safeguard justice, 

freedom and democracy and to devote ourselves to 

mutual helpfulness. I am so proud to have served my 

country, especially during wartime. i know all of you 

are too. It gives us a special bond. But I also feel a 

deep obligation to serve those war veterans and their 

families.  Let service to the community. state and 

nation be ever a main objective of the American 

Legion. Remember, FREEDOM IS NOT FREE.  A  

 

 

great price has been paid by millions to ensure our 

freedom. 

 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 

Janet Stripe, Commander 

 

PRESIDENTS DESK: 

 

I wish to thank all the ladies of Surprise Unit 96 for 

making this past year as your president an enjoyable 

experience.  I’ve developed great friendships that will 

hopefully last a lifetime.  You are all truly 

remarkable ladies…be proud of that.  I would also 

like to thank you for the wonderful gifts that I 

received at the June meeting.  Trust me when I say I 

have found use for all gifts.  Again, thank you. 

 

As the new year starts, I wanted to introduce you to 

your new officers for 2008-09.  They are: 

 

Carol Fritz, President 

Becky Schultzenburg, Secretary/Historian 

Linda Boland, Treasurer 

Janet McNamara, Executive Committee 
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I am stepping aside due to much needed attention in 

family issues, however I will still be involved to help 

as needed. The first meeting for 2008-09 will be 

September 4

th

.  President Fritz will be presiding. She 

will have lots to discuss with the unit, so do your best 

to make the meeting. 

 

Now for the fun stuff.  The June Convention was held 

June 19

th

 thru 22

nd

.  Many units were represented and 

a grand time was had by all.  National Vice 

Commander, Peggy Dettori was present at the 

convention.  I must tell you ladies, she is a very 

striking and poised lady who wishes only but the best 

of the Legion and Auxiliary. At the Convention, 

Surprise Unit 96 once again brought home several 

awards and made a great impact on the gathering.  

The awards were as follows: 

 

 Kitchen Publicity Plaque (2

nd

 year in a row) 

 Helen Blakeslee Memorial Plaque for 

History Book-runner up** 

 Maxine Waters Scrapbook-runner up 

 President’s Special Project Certificate 

 

**This was Becky Schultzenberg’s first attempt at 

writing and editing for a History Book.  Even with 

over 25 History books submitted, winning as runner-

up is a great feather in her cap.  Congratulations 

Becky!!!  

 

As the District 11 Historian, I was able to bring the 

Rasmussen District History Plaque to our District. 

 

Again ladies, thank you for a wonderful year. 

      

For God & Country 

Traci Sinkbeil , Unit 96 President 

 

FROM THE SENIOR VICE 

 

Summer time is rapidly moving along and it will 

not be long before we return to our meeting 

schedule.   Please be assured of my concern with 

the quality of our meetings and along with your 

officers will do all possible to have exciting and 

informative meetings.   Also seeking assistance 

from all our members for input and assistance in 

the  ever continuing  

efforts to increase our membership.  

  

Wishing you all a very happy s ummer 

 

Cliff Elkins, Senior Vice Commander 

 

FROM THE JUNIOR VICE 

***No submittal from the new Junior Vice for this 

issue*** 

 

Doug Gitchell, Jr Vice Commander 

 

FROM THE ADJUTANT 

 

***Just a reminder: no meetings until September 

2008***  Keep checking the website for updates and 

announcements. 

As the Post is “dark” till September, there are no 

minutes to publish in this issue. 

 

Phil D’Bourget, Adjutant, Post 96 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

July 1

st

 starts the 2009 membership drive, the 

renewals notices are mailed out from National 

Headquarters,, not by our Post.  Do you want to save 

the  $ .42 cents, NOW YOU CAN  RENEW 

ONLINE,  just go to www.members.legion.org/renew  

 

Everyone wants to see our Post grow , but it takes the 

effort of everyone, not just a few people, so again, I 

say it’s up to YOU, speak to your friends or 

neighbors, with the price of gas these day’s, you can 

take turns and car pool it to the meetings. 

 

Have you moved? Changed your phone number or 

your E/Mail address? If so, PLEASE call Ed 

Foerster at 623-975-1522 or E/Mail him at 

foerster20404@cox.net - he in turn will notify 

Department and National Hq. by the proper forms so 

your Legion Magazine, ALSO, it insures you will not 

receive additional renewal notices ( which are mailed 

out in July, Oct. Jan. and in May.) which saves the 

organization money on paper and postage. 

 

The National Constitution and By-Laws state that, 

“Annual dues shall be payable by Oct. 20

th

 of each 

year, for the succeeding calendar year”. Renewing 

early will allow the new Post, Dept. and National 

officers to get a head start on improving last year’s  

membership totals. For you personally, the American 

Legion guarantee’s  that YOU will get professional 

help in obtaining your full Veteran’s benefits when 

you need it - and your family will get the assistance 

they are entitles to as Veterans’s dependents.  
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ARE YOU  AN EAGLE OR A ROAD RUNNER? 

 

When you get your 2009 membership card and it has 

a “EAGLE” stamped on it you are a Charter Member, 

If it has a “ROAD RUNNER” on it you are an “early 

bird”, which means you paid your dues before the cut 

off date. 

 

Ed Foerster, Membership Committee 

Chairman 

 

FROM THE SERVICE OFFICER 

On June 30th 2008, President Bush signed into law a 

new GI Bill.  I will give you some highlights from 

this historical bill. For partial GI benefits, 3 months 

active duty is required since September 11, 2001. 

Tutoring and books will be covered. Benefits will last 

for 15 years instead of 10. For those who served at 

least 3 years on active duty, four years of college plus 

tuition and a  stipend for housing and living expenses 

will be covered.  Reservists and Guardsmen are also 

eligible. All the above benefits can be transferred to a 

spouse or dependent. For more info, contact me. 

 

Janet Stripe, Post Service Officer 

 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

No submittal from the Chaplain. 

 

SICK CALL 

Fortunately, nothing reported, but our thoughts 

and prayers to those who are ill and in need.  

 

POST EVERLASTING 

 

Charles L. Murray 

       

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

*NWVVA meetings are suspended until September. 

*DISTRICT 11 MEETING: July 27 @ 2pm, Post 29, 

6822 N 57

th

 Ave., Glendale, AZ 

**SEE INFO BELOW UNDER “SPECIAL NOTES” 

FOR MORE EVENTS DATE/TIMES*** 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

We are “dark” for July and August; the next regularly 

scheduled meeting  is Thursday, Sept. 4

th

, 2008 at 7 

P.M. for both the Auxiliary and Post at Palm Vista 

Baptist Church, 17475 W. Bell Road. (Across the 

street from Happy Trails).  Please try to arrive 5-10 

mins early to avoid meeting interruption AND BRING 

AN ELIGIBLE FRIEND!! 

 

SPECIAL NOTES 

 

***IMPORTANT BY-LAWS & 

CONSTITUTION UPDATE INFO*** 

 

The Post Constitution and By-Laws are in the process 

of being revised to correct certain errors and/or 

omissions as well as to update them to current 

standards.  A copy of the draft of these revisions will 

be posted on the website soon and copies will be 

made available at a Post meeting to be announced.  It 

is expected that barring any further revisions the 

updated Constitution and By-Laws will be presented 

to the membership in September 2008 and voted 

upon in October 2008 . 

Stay tuned here or on the website for further updates. 

 

NATIONAL POW/MIA  RETREAT 

CEREMONY 

The ceremony will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 17

th

, 

at 1600 hours (4:00 P.M.) at the flag parade circle 

which is in front of the Headquarters building, there 

will be light refreshments before and after, inside the 

HQ. building. There should also be bottles of water 

passed out during the ceremony (if it’s hot out) - 

PLEASE provide our Commander Janet Stripe with 

your FULL FIRST AND LAST NAMES, NOT Mr 

and Mrs. - Janet’s E/Mail is jstripe@cox.net - her  

cell phone number is 602-451-7671.  PLEASE do not 

wait until the last minute, make sure they are in our 

hands by our Sept. 4

th

 meeting, the Post has to have 

the list turned in by Sept. 12

th

, ( to be in the hands of 

the Security Police, so that they can check you in at 

the gate. - Ask  Security for directions to the Hq. 

Bldg.  - P.S. - there will be a missing man flyover. 

 

Let’s have a good turnout from our Post, as I have 

said in the past, let them know ‘WE DID NOT 

FORGET’. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA HOSTING THE 

LEGION WESTERN REGIONAL BASEBALL 

TOURNAMENT 

The  Dept. tournament will be held at the SURPRISE 

BASEBALL COMPLEX beginning on Friday, 

August 1

st

. All games will start at 4:00 P. M. - Field 

locations will be published in the next Legionnaire 

magazine. Admission to the tournament is FREE, 

come out and watch some exciting baseball. 

 

The 2008 Western Regional will be held at the 

Surprise Recreational Campus starting on August 13

th
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with the Banquet of Champions on the concourse of 

the stadium and the tournament starting the following 

morning at 9:00 A.M.  - tickets to the games are 

$30.00 for a tournament pass, $7.00 per session (2 

games) $4.00 for children. Advance tickets can be 

purchased by contacting the Dept of Az. Office at 

602-264-7706 or call Rollin Kohrs, the Dept Baseball 

Chairman at 602-550-0762 or E/Mail him at 

rkohrs2133@msn.com 

 

Let’s go out and support our young boys and make it 

a real success. 

 

COMRADES NOW ONLINE  (REUNIONS) 

The American Legion now posts veterans reunion 

notices online, free of charge.  Search the full 

database of reunion listings: 

www.legion.org/veterans/reunions  - to submit a 

reunion notice: www.legion.org/veterans/contact  -  

The American Legion Magazine. P.O. Box 1055, 

Indianapolis, In. 46206, FAX- 317-630-1280.  - 

Include the branch of service and complete name of 

the group, no abbreviation, with your request. The 

listing should also include the reunion dates and city 

and state, along with a contact name, telephone 

number and E/Mail address. 

 

ADVERTISERS 

Patronize the following advertisers and thank them 

for their support. Mention that you are a member of 

Surprise Post 96: 
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